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Cities of Africa: regional and local dimensions

In 2007, the world reached a pivotal moment
in the ongoing process of urbanization, with the
global urban population surpassing the rural pop-
ulation for the first time. Africa is the only conti-
nent where this process has not yet been complet-
ed. According to UN projections, it is expected to
occur no earlier than the second third of the 21st
century. Africa, however, is very diverse in this re-
gard: in some countries, the majority of the popu-
lation has long been urban, while in others, most
of the population are still living in rural areas.

“Anyone can define what a city is, except an
urbanist”—this statement applies to Africa as
well. The lack of consistent statistical criteria for
defining cities and urban lifestyles makes it dif-
ficult to compare urban development indicators
across countries. Nevertheless, using both nation-
al and international conceptual frameworks, the
contributors to this special issue of R-Economy
will examine the reasons behind the slow pace of
urbanization in Africa and assess the role of the
continent’s cities in its socio-economic develop-
ment.

In his paper, “Luxury or Necessity? The Dy-
namics of Urbanization in Sub-Saharan Africa,”
Suleiman O. Mamman employs long time-series
data from 1996 to 2022 to statistically assess the
significance of various factors and conditions in-
fluencing urban development in sub-Saharan Af-
rican countries. Drawing on E. Lee’s theory, the
author concludes that migration from rural areas
to cities in Africa is primarily driven by individu-
als’ desire to access a wider range of services than
those available in rural areas, including both so-
cial services (such as education and healthcare)
and those related to the services sector (like hous-
ing and utilities).

In their study “Digital education index in
cities of Africa,” Victoria Akberdina and Max-
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im Vlasov assess the relationship between digital
higher education as a key component of human
capital and the urban and economic development
of African countries. The findings did not support
the initial hypothesis that the number of univer-
sities is directly related to the number of people
with higher education and the proportion of dig-
ital technology users in cities. However, the study
convincingly demonstrated that digital education
serves as an effective mechanism for the forma-
tion and development of human capital.

Ruslan Dmitriev, Stanislav Gorokhov, and
Maksim Agafoshin, in their paper “From the “iso-
lated states” to the central place system(s): water
supply of the cities in modern Libya,” examine the
development of the water supply system for ur-
ban settlements and agricultural enterprises in the
country through the lens of J. H. von Thiinen’s the-
ory of the isolated state and W. Christaller’s cen-
tral place theory. The authors conclude that the
“Great Man-Made River” system in Libya, in its
current form, demonstrates a relatively high de-
gree of spatial resilience. They argue that the de-
cision made by M. Gaddafi’s government to inte-
grate previously separate water supply systems for
urban areas was a sensible one.

In the paper “Analyzing the District Perfor-
mance Assessment Tool in Local Governments in
Ghana,” John V. Mensah, Anthony E. Aikins, and
David W. Essaw shift the focus from the popula-
tion as the recipient of services to local govern-
ment representatives as the providers. Through
a qualitative analysis of survey data from the Cen-
tral Region of Ghana, the authors show that en-
hancing the quality of services delivered at the lo-
cal community level is achievable only through
a comprehensive methodological approach.

James O. Abugu, Fidelis U. Amabhi, Johnson
I. Okoh, Oyakhiromhe B. Agbadua, Emmanuel
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S. Udo, and Ifeanyi Onyemere in their paper “In-
come-level analysis of money demand stability in
Sub-Saharan Africa using cross-sectional ARDL”
use data from 1999 to 2023 to assess the econom-
ic stability of countries in this region. The authors
conclude that on the regional level, there is a need
for a unified monetary policy as well as for a sin-
gle currency to stimulate economic growth and
reduce regional disparities.

In modern Western cities, disparities are
largely mitigated—or, in theory, should be—cre-
ating unique “melting pots.” In contrast, the ur-
ban environment in Eastern cities does not inher-
ently “free” its residents. Those who migrate from

! There is a medieval German proverb Stadtluft macht
frei, meaning «The air of the city makes one free.»

rural areas often retain their positions within ex-
isting ethnic and clan structures at both local and
regional levels, as well as significant aspects of ru-
ral life. This dynamic contributes to the phenom-
enon of false urbanization and other negative ac-
companying processes.

In many respects, Eastern cities evolve ac-
cording to principles that are not always com-
parable to those of Western cities. Given this
context, the experiences of African countries in
regulating urban processes are particularly note-
worthy. The contibutors to this special issue in-
vite interested colleagues to engage in this im-
portant discussion.
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T'opoaa Appuku B perHOHaJIBHOM M JIOKAJIbHOM U3MepPEeHUaX

[mo6anpHbIil  ypOAaHM3ALMOHHBI IEPeXOf
npousomen B 2007 I. — HaYMHasAg C 3TOrO BpeMe-
HY 60JIee II0/IOBMHBI HaCeTeHV MUpa IPOXKIBa-
eT B ropofiax. AQppuka — eVHCTBEHHBIN KOHTN-
HEHT, I7le 9TO COOBITHUE ellle He COCTOS/IOCH: €0
HaCTyIUIeHNe, cornacHo nporuo3am OOH, oxu-
maetcsa He paHee BTOpoi Tpetn XXI B. B TO Xe
BpeMA AdpuKa faneKko He OFTHOPOJHA B 9TOM OT-
HOIIEHNN: B OJHNX CTpaHax Oo/blIas 4acTb UX
JKUTeJIeN y>Ke JaBHO NPEeCTaB/IeHa FOPOXKaHAMM,
B IPYIMX — CEJIbCKME PallOHbI TAK U OCTAIOTCSA Me-
CTOM IPO>KMBAHNA OCHOBHOJ YacCTy HACEJIE€HNA.

«YTO TaKO€e TOPOJ — CKaXXeT BCAKMIL, KpOMe
ypbaHncTar», — 9TOT Te3Uc CripaBefuB 1 ot Ad-
PUKM: OTCYTCTBME €JVIHBIX CTATUCTUYECKUX KPHU-
TepUeB OIpefie/IeHNsI TOPOAa ¥ TOPOACKOro 00-
pasa >KM3HM IPENATCTBYET CPAaBHEHMIO MEX-
CTPaHOBBIX IIOKasaTeneil ypOaHMCTIYECKOTO
pasBuTuA. TeM He MeHee, OCHOBbIBAsACh Ha Ha-
L[MIOHA/IbHBIX VI MEX/IYHAPOJHBIX KPUTEPUAX, aB-
TOPbI NPEACTAB/IAEMOI0 YATATENIO CIEeLMalbHO-
ro HoMmepa XypHana «R-Economy» nomnbiTarorcs
BBIABUTD IIPUYMHBI, ONPEMIE/NAIIE HEBBICOKYIO
CKOPOCTb IIpoIleccoB ypbanmsanuu B Adpuxe,
U OIPENENUTh PONIb TOPOJIOB KOHTMHEHTA B €r0
COLIMA/IbHO-3KOHOMMYECKOM Pa3BUTUML.

Cyneriiman OnuMucu MaMMaH B CBO€I CTa-
The «PocKomb MM HeoOXoauMoCcTh? JInHaMuKa
ypbannsanym B ctpanax A¢puku k rory ot Caxa-
PbI», ONMPasACh Ha JUIMHHBIE PAMBI JAHHDIX 32 IIe-
puop 1996-2022 IT., CTaTUCTUYECKN OLI€HUBAET
3HAYMMOCTD psfia PaKTOPOB M YC/IOBUIL ypOaHM-
CTUYECKOTO pasBUTHA CTpaH AQpPUKM K IOTY OT
Caxapspl. OcHoBbIBasAch Ha Teopun J. JIu, aBTOp
IPUXOANT K BBIBOJY, YTO MUTPALINA U3 CETbCKOM
MeCTHOCTU B ropopa Adpuku B HambomblIeit
CTEIIEHM OIPENENAETCA BO3MOXHOCTBIO JJOCTY-
na K 60s1ee MMPOKOMY 110 CPABHEHMIO C CETbCKOI
MECTHOCTBIO HabOPY YCIYT — KaK COOCTBEHHO CO-
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IVanbHbIX (0OpasoBaTenbHble, MERMULVHCKIE
Y JIp.), TaK U OTHOCSAIIMXCA K cepe 06Cmy>KmBa-
HUA (KVUINITHO-KOMMYHAJIbHBIE U TIP. ).

B cratpe «VHpekc nudpoBoro ob6pasoBaHms
B ropopax A¢puxn» Bukropus Axbepayna u Mak-
cuM BracoB oneHuBaoT B3auMOCBs3b 1M(POBO-
T BBICIIEr0 06pa30BaHNA KaK K/IF0YEBOTO KOMIIO-
HEHTa 4e/T0BEYeCKOT0 KallTaIa, ypOaHNCTIIeCKO-
rO ¥ 9KOHOMMYECKOTO PasBUTUA CTpaH AQpukin.
ABTOpCKas IMIoTesa, COCTOABIIAA B TOM, YTO KO-
JIMYEeCTBO JIIOfiell C BBICIIVM 00pa3oBaHmeM Y 0TI
HO/Ib30BaTesIel 1I(POBBIX TEXHOIOTMII B TOPOJAX
IPAMO IPOIOPLMOHATbHBI YUCTY YHUBEPCUTETOB,
B paMKaxX MCC/IeJlOBaHN:A He MOATBEPANIACh. B TO
Ke BpeMsI aBTOPbI CMOI/IM YOeIMUTeNbHO JI0Ka3aTb,
4To 1M(poBOe 00pasoBaHMe BBICTYIAET 3Pdek-
TVBHBIM MeXaHU3MOM (OPMMPOBAHUA ¥ Pa3BU-
TV 4€/I0BEYECKOTO KallNUTasIa.

Pycnman JImutpues, Cranucnas Jopoxos
un MakcuM AragommH B ctatbe «OT «M30mMMpo-
BAaHHBIX TOCYHAPCTB» K CUCTeMaM ILIeHTPaIbHbIX
MeCT: BofoobecIiedeH1e TOpONOB COBPEMEHHOI
JIuBuM» OLIEHNBAIOT pasBUTIE CUCTEMBI BO000e-
CriedyeH sl TOPOACKUX ITOCE/IEHI U CEeTbCKOXO034-
CTBEHHBIX NPEeAIPUATUIL CTPAHBI C TOUYKM 3PEeHNUA
TeopMM U30MMpoBaHHOro rocypapcrsa V.I. ¢on
TioneHa U Teopuy LeHTpanbHbIX MecT B. Kpu-
CTajulepa. ABTOPbI IIPUXOJAT K BBIBOAY, YTO CU-
creMa «Benmmkasa pykoTBopHas peka» B JIuBum
B €e HbIHeIlIHeM BIIJIe XapaKTepu3yeTcs I0CTaTO4d-
HO BBICOKO1 IIPOCTPAHCTBEHHOI YCTONYMBOCTDIO,
a permenye npasutensctsa M. Kagmadu mo 065-
eIVHeHMIO paHee PYHKIVOHMPOBABIINX pas/ie/b-
HO CUCTeM BOHO0OOeCIiedeH1sI TOPOJCKIX IT0cee-
HU 6BUTO 11e71eCO0OPa3HBIM.

Oco0eHHOCTDb CTaTbyt «AHA/MN3 MHCTPYMEH-
Ta OLeHKU 3P PeKTUBHOCTM PabOTBl OKPYTrOB B
MECTHBIX OpraHax BlacTu B [aHe» cocTOUT B TOM,
yto JI>koH Buxtop MeHca, QHTOHM Irup Iii-
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kyHC 1 [IaBuj BermmHrTon 9ccay B paMKax cBoe-
T'O MCC/IeJOBAaHN OPMEHTUPYIOTCA He Ha Hacere-
HII€ KaK IIO/Iy4aTesid YCIyT, a Ha IpefcTaBUTeNeN
MECTHBIX OPTaHOB B/IACTU — KaK MX ITOCTaBIIMKa.
KauecTBeHHO aHanMM3Mpys NaHHbBIE IPOBEIEHHO-
ro B llenTpanbHoM Pernone crpansl onpoca, aB-
TOPbI 3aK/IOYAIOT, YTO IOBBILIEHNE Ha YPOBHE
MECTHBIX COOOIIeCTB KavyecTBa IPefOCTaBIIsie-
MBIX YC/TYT BO3MOYKHO TO/IBKO IPY KOMIITIEKCHOM
IIOJXO/I€ B paMKaX CYII€CTBYIOLINX METORMK.

Ixeitme OkeuykBy A6yry, upemic Y. Ama-
xu, [[xoncon Vdeann Oxo, Osxxupomxe bamu-
nene Ar6amya, Ommanyanb Camyanb Yno u Videa-
H1 OHbeMep B cTaTbe «Jl0XOgHBI MOAXO] K aHa-
U3y CTabWIBHOCTY CIpoca Ha JeHbr'r B Adprke
K 1ory oT Caxapbl ¢ MICIIO/Ib30BaHIEM aBTOPerpec-
CUIOHHOJ MOJIeNM C paclpefie/ieHHbIM JIaTOM» Ha
OCHOBE JJaHHDBIX 3a mepuog 1999-2023 rt. oneHn-
BAIOT S5KOHOMMYECKYIO CTaOV/IBHOCTD CTpaH Ad-
pukn K 1ory ot Caxapbl. ABTOPbI IPUXOJAT K BbI-
BOZy O HEOOXOIVMOCTU peaM3aliiyi Ha peryo-
Ha/JIbHOM YPOBHE €[VHOI MIeHEe>XHO-KpPegUTHO
TIOJINTUKY VI BBETIEHMSI €ITHON Ba/TIOTHI — /IS CTHU-
MY/IVMPOBaHUs 9KOHOMIYECKOTO POCTa U CMATYe-
HJS PeTMOHA/IbHBIX JVICIIPOIIOPLIMIA.

[TocnenHye B 3HAYMUTENBHOI CTEIIeHN HYBe-
MMpyITCA (BepHee, JJO/DKHBI HMBEIMPOBATHCS
B TEOpUI) B COBPEMEHHBIX TOPOfiaX CTpaH 3ama-
Jla — CBOe0OpasHbIX «IUIaBMIBHBIX KOT/IaX». «B0o3-
IyX» ropopckux nocenennii Bocroka HE «emaer
CBOOOIHBIM»%: €r0 >KUTENM IOC/Ie MepeceeHus
U3 CE/IbCKOJl MECTHOCTYU COXPAHAIOT CBOE MECTO
B CJIOKMBLIEVICA JIO0 9TOTO Ha JIOKAJIbHOM U pe-
TMOHA/IPHOM YPOBHSX 3THNYECKON U KIaHOBOI
CTPYKTYpe, a TAK>Ke — B 3HAYMUTETBHOI CTEIIEHN —
CeJIbCKMIT YK/IAZL )KM3HN. DTO IIPUBORUT K PasBU-
TUIO JIOKHOJ ypOaHM3auuy ¥ APYTUX HeraTyB-
HBIX COITYTCTBYIOLIVIX IIPOLIECCOB.

Tak min MHade — BOCTOYHBIN TOPOJ, Pas3Bu-
BaeTCA 110 3aKOHAM, JJaJIeKO He BCeria COOTHOCH-
MBIMM C TAKOBBIMM /1A 3aITaHBIX ropozoB. Oco-
ObIil IHTepeC B 3TOJ CBSI3U MPENCTAB/AET OIBIT
cTpaH AQpUKM IO perymupoBaHMIo YpOaHUCTH-
YeCKUX MPOL[ECCOB, K M3YYEHMI0 KOTOPOTO aBTO-
PBI CTaTell 3TOro HoMepa >kypHana “R-Economy”
IPUIIAIIAIOT 3aMHTEPECOBAHHbIX KOJIIET.

? CpepHeBeKoBas HeMel[Kas Iorosopka Stadtluft macht
frei — «Bo3dyx 2opoda denaem c60600HbIM.

BJIATOZAPHOCTHU

CraTbs OATOTOBIEHA B paMKax NpoeKTa «IIpoekT «Yncrasa Bofa» Kak BayKHeNIIas COCTaBIIA-
fomas corpygundectsa P@ co crpanamu Imobanproro IOra: conmambHO-9KOHOMIYIECKOE ¥ TEXHO-
JIOTMYeCKOe M3MepeHMsI» 10 TPaHTy MUHUCTepcTBa HayKM 1 BbIcuIero oopasosannsa PO Ha npose-
IeHVe KPYTHbIX HayYHBIX IPOEKTOB IO PMOPUTETHBIM HAIIPABI€HNAM HAyYHO-TEXHOMTOTMYECKO-
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